English grammar, punctuation and spelling test by unknown
This document provides information for 
schools on:
•	 the specific areas of the National 
Curriculum programmes of study and 
level descriptors that will be assessed 
in the new test of English grammar, 
punctuation and spelling; and
•	 the format of each section along with 
some illustrative examples of the types 
of questions children will encounter 














































































What is being assessed
The	table	below	shows	the	areas	of	the	current	statutory	curriculum	that	will	be	the	focus	of	the	new	test.
Key Stage 2 programme of study references 
(L3-5)
References sampled from Key Stage 3 
programme of study (L6 test only)*


















































Key Stage 2 programme of study references 
(L3-5)
References sampled from Key Stage 3 
programme of study (L6 test only)*

















































Key features of level descriptors relevant to the test
The	following	table	highlights	the	key	features	from	the	National	Curriculum	(NC)	level	descriptors	that	
are	relevant	to	the	tests.


























Illustrative examples of formats for the English grammar, 










1. Circle all the adverbs in the sentence below. 
 
Open the drawers carefully and quietly when using the filing cabinet. 1 mark
 
2. Tick one word to complete the sentence below.












How are you doing !
January is the first month 




4. Circle the word that describes how William played on the field.
William played badly on the field. 1 mark
 
5. Look at this sentence:
The shopping list said he should buy bread, butter, jam and tea.
a) What is the name of the punctuation mark that is used after the words  
‘bread’ and ‘butter’? 
 
 
b) Why is this punctuation mark needed in the sentence above? 
Tick one.
to mark the start of a new clause
to show that a word is missing
to separate the items in a list





6. The sentences below each have an error. The errors are underlined.
Write the correction in the box, making sure the verb matches the tense. 
One has been done for you. 
Yesterday, I have the chance to play for my local team. 
Our local café makes great cakes. We like to sit and ate them on a Saturday. 
The children are going to a shopping centre tomorrow and they had bought 
some new toys.
I am putting on my shoes and I will have been for a walk in the park right now! 1 mark
 
had
7. Write a short question beginning with the words below. 
 
 
How many_______________________________________________________________ 1 mark
 
8. Underline the subordinate clause in each sentence below. 
One has been done for you. 
 
Although his Mum thought they were very smart, Peter disliked his new 
trousers.
Before he could go swimming, Ali packed his towel.
The twins asked Dad to turn up the heating as it was cold.
After drinking his water, Mark washed up his glass. 2 marks
 
9. Put the baker’s words into direct speech. 
 











10. Complete the sentences below using either I or me. 
 
____ pulled out the keys from my pocket.
She asked ____ to help her put up the pictures.
My team and ____ are playing next week.
Why isn’t anyone able to understand what ____ am trying to do?
I had to help with the washing up before Dad would turn on the  
television for ____. 1 mark
 
11. Which sentence uses inverted commas correctly? 
 
Tick one.
“Fortunately, Peter, you’re going after all, said Mrs. 
Smith.” It’s a good job, too!”
Fortunately, Peter, you’re going after all, “said Mrs 
Smith”. It’s a good job, too!
“Fortunately, Peter, you’re going after all,” said Mrs 
Smith. It’s a good job, too! 
“Fortunately, Peter, you’re going after all,” said Mrs 
Smith. “It’s a good job, too!” 1 mark
 
12. Put a tick in each row to show whether the sentence is a statement, a 
command or a question. 
 
Sentence Statement Command Question
Wait at the door
What time are we going
Think about it a bit more
1 mark
 
13. Complete the sentence below with a contraction that makes sense. 
 
 
If you give me the recipe __________________________ buy the ingredients 
on the way home. 1 mark
 
14. Add a suffix to this word to make an adjective.
dread ______________ 1 mark
 
1. Rewrite the sentences, changing them from the active to the passive voice. 
 
One has been done for you. 
 
Active voice Passive voice
Sam ate a biscuit. A biscuit was eaten by Sam.
Victoria drank her tea.
The team won the trophy.






This sentence is made up of two clauses, a main clause (MC) and a 
subordinate clause (SC).
MC MC
Paul’s Auntie May, who loves to bake cakes, always has flour in the cupboard.
   
SC
Add a subordinate clause to the sentence below.
MC MC














3. Rewrite the sentence below, changing it from a personal form to an impersonal form.
It takes me a lot of time to decide what shoes to wear.
_______________________________________________________________ 1 mark
 
4. Insert a comma and a semi-colon in the sentence below to clarify the 
meaning of the sentence: 
 
David eats cake whenever he has the chance I prefer apples oranges  
and bananas. 2 marks 
 
5. Label each of the nouns below as either





Last Sunday, the team was filled with excitement  
that they might win the trophy!! 1 mark 
